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IHE KBON CROSS,

My Iviend, IRRobert ‘'hiovston,
is a man woose  real character
amd that indicited by bis ap
pearivice, are  as far  dilferent

as can e imarined,

proverbial “hlack ol
the tamilv. and vet, despite all
his wildness, he has
mistaken for a clergyman, Here
Lhe ol my
nomadic fricad’s adventures, as

related by himsell:

sheep”
olten been

is story ol oone

I was in Paris.  The city and
its ways woere well known to
we, hile my circle of acquaint.
ances was not small,

One day  while wandering
about the city alone, I came te
a standhill at the
of the most fashionable streets
A man passed me who looked
very searchingly into my face
In a few minutes he returned
and agaio favored me with that

annoying stare,

corner of on

*1 beg your pardon, monsieur

but is not this Alaris?

The man was sincere, and |
comprehended that I was mis
taken for some other person,
but I was about deny all knowl
edge when the desire fora little
sport svercame my more seri-
ons inclinations, and I gravely
replied:

*I am so called.”

1 thought it must be so,"
he continued, with an air ol sat-
isfaction. *'Those black crosses
are (00 uncommon to be seen in
large number on this corner at
the appointed hour."

I bowed slightly. I kunew
my strange friend referred to
the ebon cross that hung over
my white shirt bosom, but for
all that his words were most
mysterious,
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While we

Liv

phied lor admission,

wilted for an answer s

summons, 1 read the game upon
Lhe door ||1.Ill' ol the mansion
Lt was M, Jules Levane,

The servant who answered

the bell admitted us  without
uestion,  and wy  companion
leonducted me through several

[ rooms into the library, and then
[ left me with the announcement
that

[ Levine Lo my presence,

I!" i'ﬂ ll:l"

he would at onece send M,

The mystery was deepening,
['I"is house, with its magniti
fcence, was such as well

[ be inhabited by a prince, and 1
began to Tear 1 bad carried my

might

joke too far,

I The reflection that it was now
too lite to retreat caused me to
Ill{'ll'l'!llilll' Ly l{l-.-ll up the tll'g‘l'll-
for time longer, and [
[heard advancing lootsteps with
[ the utmost tranguility.

Lo it

A rall, imperious-looking man
ol about 50 years entered, and,
saluting me, kept
constantly fixed dpon me,

witlle his

gage

“You are the clergyman sent | Marie refuses to wed my son.”

[ here by Col. de Lisle®"
tioned, abruptly.

! “Sent to the corner of
land —— streets,” 1 amended,
at a venlure,

“And you are the gentleman
who was directed to answer
to the Lame of Alaris?”

“Jlam™

“Very good. Did Col. de
Lisle inform you as to the na-
ture of the business in

“He did not,” 1 ventured to
aftirm.

“Very well; I will make it
plain to you. First, however, I
presume you are the bold, fear-
less man Col. de Lisle agreed
to send to me—one willing o
perform a bold deed for a pecu.-
niary inducement?"

*Col. de Lisle knew his busi-
ness,” 1 returped with an em-

phatic nod,

[ fortune wonld not weed to leave

he ques- |

| plot, and resolved to carry out

Imnd?"l

nearvly every other man would

lave done in my situation. |

lind @ ward, given to my charge put

five years her
dying f(ather, my eariy friend.
This ward was very \\r-.ltlh_\'.'
and all her property

To

IlT'l'\'{l:(lwt_\'_ hl\‘

was toder
control il
rain
fortune that has for ten vears
my head the tide.
Now my ward bas reached the
age at which her fortune was to
be placed conditionally in her |
Monsieur, what shall I
Rule is inevitable if I give |
up her money.” '
et
sald L

mny
Irom

SAVe my

liept above

hands,

do?

me  hear your plan,

“I have a son, 2% years of |
age, the heir of my respectibili- !
ty and my poverty. If Louis

and Marie were to marry, the

my control, and all would be |

well.” |

“Then, let them marry.”

““Ah, tha* is Lhe trouble,

I began to comprehend the

the part I bad undertaken,

“Proceed,” said I, blindly.

“Did you ever hear of a mar-
riage ceremony being perform-
ed where the bride refused to
give her consent to the union?”
demanded M. Jules Levane,
fixing a gaze upon me as though
he would read my very thought,

“Frequently,” I rephed, care-
lessly,

“I asked the same question of
Col. de Lisle.” said the old vil-
lian, with an air of relief, “and
he gave me an affirmative re-
ply. He furthermore promised
to send a clergyman to the cor.
ner of —— and -— slreets, at

I appropriated her ed

applied to M. 1

[succeeded o convioeing h

2 o'clock p. m. today, who
would be kind enough to per-
torm snch a ceremony, Col, de
Lisle was obliged to start fo ;

cereimony

gold is yonrs.”

I did not hesitate an instant,
Lhve
the scheming guardian

pocketing vold, bade
lead the
wiy to the bridal chamber

I found the bride-elect, a most
beautiful gicl, to be firmly op
posed to the nmon contemplat
by a0 ]

guardian, and

avane forpper

her
mission the case with
her,  Hes readily consented
this, and I took the wnwilling
bride aside and explained the

Lo argue

A BACHELOR'S

to!two make

of the Au-
piclure

prayer at the vinging
relus, he concelved the

wliieh, if not his best work, is
}'u-l_ the best koo anl the
one most  appreciadled by the

people

REFLEGTTONS,
We mostly repent only when
we have to,
One excuse mikes a lie and
III‘I'“II",'.
the

weik

links that
marriage

Children
hold

ire

many @

circamstances of the case 1“|cllui|1 togethier.

her, She was at first inclined

tto doubt my statements, but I

my truthfulness at length, and
by my advice she consented to
let the ceremony proceed, when
assured that it would be a mere
farce.

Levane was delighted at my
and
the marriage was at once per-
formed. Mlle. Marie acted the
part of the unwilling, but snb.
missive, bride to perfection,

success as a diplomatist,

|

woman
Lo learn

The more children a

has the less she secms

a7 1
er ol Fabout human nature,

When a woman asks a man
whom her baby looks like she
can't help blushing and looking
guilty,

Every woman is a good act:
ress till she goes on the stage.

There is one thing a woman
never can understand, and that
is herself.

When the devil has his cholce.

and I venture to say my l""“ll“ﬁ to instruments he tivst plek-

was  creditably
thanks to the experiance I had
had in our miniatore plays at
home.

After partaking of a bounti.
ful supper I left the Levanes,
father andson, io raptures, and,
with the bag of gold in my
pocket, proceeded to the office
of the chief of police, where 1
told my story and demanded
justice for the unfortunate
ward of M, Jules.

I need not dwell on what fol-
lowed. Marle Duchane recov.
ered her fortune and soon after
married a worthy young man —
New York News,

THE “"ANGELUS" WOMAN,

The Original of Millet's Famous
Picture Still Livesat Barbison,

Woman's Home Companion:

performed, ed jealousy,

If there weren't any bad men
to be horrible examples, proba-
bly there wouldu't be any good
women to be shining examples,

When a man can make a wom-
an believe that he can't help
thrilling at her voice she feels
she has to marry him so that
she can turn tlve current on
whenever she feels like it.

GRANDL OLD MISSOURIL

Last Friday State Treasurer
Pitts sent to the American Hx+
change Bank ot New York, the
States' fiscal agt., his check for
$795,000 to redeem thed per
cent option bonds, He sent an-
other check for 00,780 with
which to pay interest on same,
This will make a reduction of

$1,500,000 for the year and the
iosignificant of indebtedness h'

$3,000,000. That is Democragy: “’.‘4




